CHILD LANGUAGE ACQUISITION


REVISION QUESTIONS








‘Every child passes through certain developmental stages” 


“The concept of stages is limiting: it reduces language development to a series of hurdles”


What function do you think stages play in illuminating the early years of language developments?





“Not all children pass through the same stages at the same rate”. How important is the concept of stages to understanding child language acquisition?





“A child’s communicative ability begins long before her first word”. Do you agree?





“Children learn language through imitation”


“Children learn language through innate competence”


Neither concept on its own can fully explain a child’s acquisition of language. Do you agree?





A local newspaper editor asks you to write a lively informative and practical article explaining how readers can best encourage their children’s language between birth and five. Write around 500 words.





How significant is the role of adults in the child’s development of language?





What problems are involved in assessing a child’s linguistic development?





A friend is about to have a baby. She asks you what she should expect of her child’s language development in the first three years and how she might provide encouragement. Write a letter of advice.





“Real communication begins with two-word utterances”. Do you agree?





“English Language is fascinating.” Discuss.
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